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Chiefs 
Aaron Brooks and 

Joey Harrington among 
op~onsasbackupto 

Trent Green. 
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In a vvild t"vo vveeks offree-agent frenzy 
3-nd big-name moves, the NFL has undergone 
a quarterba shak unlike any in 
melnory-and irs not over yet 
~y fPiETER ~{iNG AND JEFFRI CHAO! lA 

HORTLY AFTER midnight on March 11, the first day of free 

agency in the NFL, Washington Redskins vice president of 

,....0_-,1"". 

football operations Vinny Cerrato called the agent for quarter­

back Todd Collins to arrange for Collins to visit the Redskins. A 

backup with the Kansas CiIy Chiefs for the past eight seasons, 

Collins was on a fishing trip in the Bahamas, but the 'It;Tashing­

ton brass didn't want to wait for him to rellJIn. Cerrato told agent Brad Blank 

that the Redskins would send owner Dan Snyder's private plane to the 

Bahamas to pick up Collins. Blank said that 'Nasn't necessary; Collins would 

be happy to fly commercial. Bw: Cerrato insisted, so 13 hours later, Snvder's 

plane touched down in Freeport and whisked Collins to Redskin Park. 
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BengaJs 

(~
With Jon Kitna.,~ 

gone, need II•. .....-= ..
 
- M '\
 backup to 

.. ,", ',~~ 

.~ Carson Palmer. 

Raiders
 
Cut Kerry Collins;
 
lNililook at Aaron
 
Brooks, maybe
 
Joey Harrington; /'-----..\ /
 
likely to draft i ,";::.,
 

Cutler or Young. I .£i~' .

.~~"
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Ca di aJs
 
Re-signed
 

Kurt Warner but
 
need backup to
 

replace Josh
 
McCown. 

Texans 
Exercised option on
 
David CaIT. making it
 
uillikely they'll draf1"
 
OS with No.1 pick.
 

Ravens
 
Seeking vet like
 

Kerry Collins to push
 
Kyle Boller.
 

Now, one can understand the Redskins' 
sending a private jet to impress a top free 
agent such as wideout Antwaan Randle ~i of 
the Super Bowl-champion Pittsbmgh Steel­
ers-which they did-but for Collins~ A 
quarterback who since the end of the 1997 
season hasn't started a game and has 
thrown 27 passes~ The tactic didn:t hurt. 
Less than 48 hours after Cerrato:s caU, 
Collins and the Redskins had agreed on a 
tV\To-year, $2.5 million deal for the 34-year­
old journeyman to cany a clipboard behind 
Mark Brunell ,md Jason Campbell. 

Year in and year alIt, no team is more 
aggressive iil the early days of fTee agenc,," 
than Snyder's Redskins. But this y"ar 
Washington is getting a run for irs 1110n('\' 
in the frantic race to find quarter1-,acks. In 
the first seven days of free agency 16 teams 
changed their No.1 or No.2 quarterback 
or both. Within an hour of each other on 
March 14 two Pro Bowl passers moved to 
new teams-fanner San Diego C ,(!rger 
Drew Brees signed a free-agent deal with 
the New Orleans Saints, and Daunt' 

Culpepper went from the :lJlinnesota 
Vikings to (he Miami Dolphins in <1 'Lrnde. 
Though (he Dolphins won their final six 
games of last season with Gus Frerotte as 
the starter, riley still dealT for the injcii'ed 
Culpeppec Frerotte quickly signed 8.5 " 
backup with the St. Louis Rams. "Quan:er­
back roulette:' CBS analyst and former 
~ew York Giftors quarterback Phil Simms 
calied it on Sunda,\'. 

Nowhere did the wheel spin as fast as ir 
did in Dell'Oir. At the end of last season the 
Lions' quarterback depth chart read Joey 
Hft,rington, Jeff Garcia, Dan Orlovskv. By 
last Thursda~- it Vias Jon Kjma, Josh 
:vlcCown, Shoun Kil1g. After four turbulent 
seasons Harrington was finished with the 
Li 0n5. new coach Rod Marinelli sa~·ing on 
:\'londa~' that the (earn had "made a deci­
sion to move on." The vet ran G8.rcia was 
in Philadelphia: _,wing signed a a free 
agent (0 back lip Donovan McNabb. Of last 
~:ea]"s three sigl1al-cill1ers in Detroit. ani:" 
Orlovsky, a 2005 fifth-round draft choice 
out of ConnecticUl: remained witl the 
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